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Faith—By The 
Word Of God 


This is going to be a frank editorial but frankness 
is necessary. Is it “Pharisaical” to ask for loyalty to 
the doctrines of the Bible, as clearly taught in our 
Confession of Faith? Is it insisting on “peculiar 
views” to ask that the position of the Confession of 


Faith be upheld? 


This Journal, those who support it, and the over- 
whelming majority of the members of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church believe in these doctrines. 


On two occasions recently a_ publication has 
spoken of us as, “insisting on our own peculiar 
views.” Only two weeks ago this same publication 
characterized our position as ‘‘Pharisaical.’’ 


We do not object to being maligned, it is to be 
expected. But, we want it clearly understood that 
we are standing for the teachings of our Confession 
of Faith, without adding one thing. 


When this Journal was founded in 1942 the first 
editorial said in part: 


Our Southern Presbyterian Church has not 
escaped these tendencies to change the Gospel 
message to another gospel. We believe the great 
majority in our Church still love the story of 
God’s redeeming love and power, want to 
preach it, want to hear it, and want to know it 
is being taught in our institutions. However, 
there are symptoms to prove that this attitude 
is not unanimous. 


The underlying and fundamental issue is the 
integrity of the Scriptures. This integrity is an 
essential foundation of Christian faith and liv- 
ing, David says: ‘If the foundations be de- 
stroyed, what can the righteous do?’ Attacks 
on the Word of God, direct or veiled, because 
of their ultimate effect in destroying faith, are 
in effect attacks on our Lord Himself. Ger- 
many today is living proof of the devastating 
effect of destructive criticism. Faith cometh by 
hearing the Word of God, and this faith brings 


individual and national righteousness. 


In taking this position we concede full lati- 
tude for difference of interpretation. For in- 
stance, men of equally deep piety and scholar- 
ship may differ on many interpretations: bap- 
tism, the return of the Lord, etc. But, we are 
unwilling to admit that a man has the right, in 
‘interpreting’ the facts of Scripture, to elimi- 
nate them from the realm of fact and place 
them in the category of fiction or error. This is 
not interpretation but presumption at its worst. 


THE JOURNAL knows that a critical spirit 
cannot win those who take the opposite posi- 


tion. But, it does believe that a clear presenta- 
tion of issues involved can be used, by God's 
blessing and help, to keep our Church true, not 
only to her historical position, but also to the 
path God wants us to walk today. Let us preach 
the Gospel in season and out, knowing that it is 
still the power of God unto salvation to all 
who believe. 


This testimony is bearing fruit. Our church mem- 
bership is becoming more aware of doctrinal teach- 
ing and that this is a part of our church heritage. 
On the other hand, those who oppose this position 
are becoming alarmed. This too is a good sign. 


This is not a matter of “interpretation.” It is not 
sufficient to say that one believes all of these doc 
trines but simply interprets them in a more modern 
form, or in a different way, We make every allow- 
ance for differences in interpretation in many mat- 
ters. Presbyterianism has always stood for the free- 
dom and the integrity of the individual to stand 


before his God. 


But, when a doctrine is denied, that is not inter- 
pretation, that is denial. One cannot “interpret” 
the clear teachings of our Confession of Faith with 
reference to the inspiration of the Scriptures so as 
to make those Scriptures a book full of errors and 
pious frauds. One cannot “interpret” the “Virgin 
Birth” so that Christ was not born of a virgin. One 
cannot “interpret” the vicarious atonement so that 
Christ died simply as an example for other men. 
One cannot “interpret” the miracles of Christ so 
that they become simply natural phenomenon. One 
cannot “interpret” the bodily resurrection so that 
it becomes merely the hallucination of a deluded 
and overly enthusiastic following. 


If it is “Pharisaical”’ to ask for an honest and 
loyal adherence to the teachings of our Church, then 
make the most of it. 


If it is insisting on “peculiar views’ to ask for 
teaching and preaching which is true to the Bible 
and the standards of our Church, then make the 
most of it. 


It is a shame that the time, efforts and money ot 
God's children have to be spent in a controversy 
such as this. But it is necessary. The tragic results 
of a diluted and compromised faith are to be seen 
on every hand. [he loss of spiritual power which 
inevitably goes with such compromise are in evidence 
everywhere. 


Our stand is not against individuals, it is against 
ecclesiastical indifference to essential Christian tru‘h. 
Our one prayer is that we may so humble ourselves 
(and this must include our minds), that God can 
find us ready to learn His truth and His will. 
When that time comes we will see the spiritua! 
awakening which will bring power and blessing. 


—L.N.B. 
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The Life Of The Christian Man 
According To John Calvin 


There is a beautiful sector of some five chapters 
in the Institutes treating De | ita homini Christiani, 
which has sometimes been published as a separate 
tract. We are calling attention to it here for its 
evidence of the breadth of Calvin’s interest and the 
efficacy it may have for our better living. 


Did you know that in his definition of religion 
Calvin included faith, fear, voluntary obedience, 
scriptural worship? Do you know that while there 
is no chapter on prayer in Hodge's three volumes, 
Calvin has a chapter on this theme that will furnish 
the preacher with material for one of the best 
sermons or prayer meeting talks his congregation 
has heard in many a week? 


Are you aware that the long chapter in the Insti- 
tutes on the Ten Commandments is the reason why 
so much of our Shorter Catechism is given to this 
exposition? If Calvin’s fine chapter on Christian 
liberty with its insistence that nothing be made a 
matter of conscience in the Church except what is 
taught in the Holy Scripture were applied in certain 
congregations it would immeasureably ease the 
tensions thereof. 


The five chapters on the Life of a Christian are 
embedded in the third book between the treatment 
of faith and repentance and justification. For Cal- 
vin justification and sanctification must be dis- 
tinguished but never separated, ‘Those who accept 
Christ for justification at the same time accept Him 
for sanctification (I Cor. 1.30); and those whom 
He justifies by His blood, He begins to sanctify by 
working in them through His Spirit. 

‘The end of regeneration is that the life of the 
faithful may exhibit a symmetry and agreement 
LLL LLL LOL LLL 
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between the righteousness of God and their obedi- 
ence, and that thus they may confirm the adoption 
by which they are accepted as His children.” 


The first thing to note in the scriptural plan is 
that a love of righteousness, to which we have no 
natural propensity, is instilled or introduced into our 
hearts by the illumination of the Holy Spirit. By 
faith we are engrafted into Christ and are thus 
drawn into the activity of Christ. God grafts us 
into the body of His Son in order that we may deny 
the old life and become new men. 


The Christ for us in justification cannot be sepa- 
rated from the Christ in us in sanctification. And 
this Christ is neither absent from His people nor 
idle in heaven; He is activissimus exercising His 


Lordship over us and working is us to will and to do 
of His good pleasure. 


‘Look at the Christian in himself and he has cause 
not only for trembling but also for despair. But be- 
cause we have been called into the fellowship of 
Christ, we should not think of ourselves except as 
members of Christ and consider all His goods to be 
ours. [hat is the end of the Gospel, that Christ will 
be ours and that we will be engrafted into His 
body ... We begin to live when we are incorpor- 
ated with Him and lead one life with Him.” 


He dwells in us as the root sends its life into the 
twigs. “Christ shares His gifts with us one after 
another—step by step—in the measure in which we 
receive them by faith.” Calvin feared nothing more 
than a ‘distant’ Christ. “So long as Christ remains 
apart from us, His whole work for the benefit of 
men is useless for us.”’ All our stumbling comes 
from separation from our earthly Head. “Our 
victory over the world is only possible because we 
are inserted into Christ by faith ... We are chil- 
dren of the light in the measure in which we have 


fellowship with Christ. —Wnm. C. R. 
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“Tf You Believe That... ” 


There are some Southern Presbyterians, including 
certain ministers, who say they believe there is 
nothing in the Auburn Affirmation that is seriously 
wrong. 


The heretical Auburn Affirmation, issued in 1924 
from Auburn, N. Y., was signed by 1,293 of the 
ordained ministers of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church, representing more than one-tenth of the 
ministers in that denomination. And nothing was 
ever done by way of discipline to any of those 
ministers. Some of them, in fact, now occupy posi- 
tions of great power and prominence in that denom- 
ination. 


According to the heretical Auburn Affirmation, 
a Northern Presbyterian minister might believe that 
the Holy Bible contained many errors, that the 
Lord Jesus Christ was an illegitimate child, that 
His body still rests in the grave in Palestine, that 
He most emphatically did not offer up Himself a 
sacrifice to satisfy Divine justice and reconcile us 
to God, and that He never performed a single 
miracle during His entire life—a Northern Presby- 
terian minister might believe and proclaim these 
views and yet “be worthy of all confidence and 
fellowship.” 


In discussing the heresies contained in the Auburn 
Affirmation, the great Dr. J. Gresham Machen once 
made an interesting remark. Dr. Machen, himself 
a minister in the Northern Presbyterian Church for 
many years, was probably the world’s greatest New 
Testament scholar at the time of his death in 1937. 
He taught New Testament at Princton Theological 
Seminary and later at Westminster Theological 


Seminary for more than a quarter of a century. 


In speaking of the Auburn Affirmation’s doc- 
trinal statements, Dr. Machen remarked that the 
Holy Bible, unlike the Auburn Affirmation, knows 
nothing at all and says nothing at all about a Christ 
who may or may not have been born of a virgin, who 
may or may not have offered up Himself a sacrifice 
to satisfy Divine justice and reconcile us to God, 
who may or may not have arisen bodily from the 
dead, and who may or may not have performed 
miracles. 


And yet, in spite of the obvious heresies contained 
in the Auburn Affirmation, there are actually some 
Southern Presbyterians, including certain ministers, 
who say they believe there is nothing seriously 
objectionable in the Auburn Affirmation. 


In answer to such a naive statement of belief we 
are reminded of a reply once given by the Duke ot 
Wellington. The Iron Duke was comfortably seated 
in his favorite London club, absorbed in reading the 
newspaper. A new member of the club, an extrovert 
not noted for tact or diplomacy, mistook the Duke 
for an acquaintance named Brown. The new mem- 
ber walked up to the Duke, slapped him familiarly 
on the shoulder, and loudly exclaimed: “Mr. 
Brown, I believe!’ The Duke of Wellington 
calmly lowered his newspaper, fixed the new club 
member with a dignified stare, and quietly replied: 
“Sir, if you believe that, you will believe anything!” 


If an informed Southern Presbyterian believes 
that there is nothing seriously wrong in the heretical 
Auburn Affirmation, he will believe anything. And 
it is probably a waste of time to discuss doctrinal 


matters with him further. —C.W.A. 


Spiritually Relaxed 


A physically relaxed person is usually a healthy, 
useful person. Of course, there are times when 
alertness means tension, and with it, increased efh- 
ciency, but such is a passing phase and relaxation 
itself usually promotes physical fitness. In athletics 
this is also true. The relaxed batter may knock the 
ball out of the park. 


In the life of a Christian, nothing often means 
more in daily living than to be spiritually relaxed. 
By this we mean to have a sane, happy outlook, an 
attitude which makes one’s Christianity attractive 
to others. Spiritual tenseness is not a normal condi- 
tion and it can do a lot of harm. 


How can one cultivate a condition of being spir- 
itually relaxed? First of all, it comes from a right 
relationship with Christ. This means simply recog- 
nizing ourselves for what we are, sinners who need 
a Savior; then accepting Him as Savior and resting 
in that fact. When we have honestly given our 
hearts to Him this should involve a sense of His 
taking the load for us and carrying it all the time. 


To be spiritually relaxed also includes a sense of 


4 


humor. The only person in this world who has a 
right to laugh and be happy is a Christian. Happi- 
ness and laughter bring relaxation of the best kind. 


Assurance also brings relaxation; assurance of 
the glorious future which is a part of our Christian 
heritage. We recently drove to Mount Mitchell, on 
the newly opened Blue Ridge Parkway from Ashe- 
ville. These magnificent views, and countless other 
beauties of nature with which God has surrounded 
us, are but a foretaste of things so wonderful they 
cannot be described or even imagined this side of 
eternity. 

Spiritual relaxation also makes for a personality 
which commends the faith we profess to those about 
us. We believe many Christians unconsciously repe! 
non-Christians by the tenseness of their faces and 
the lovelessness of their lives. Spiritual relaxation 
will change all this. 


Most of all, such an attitude is not_a spontaneous 
expression of the natural man. It comes through the 
new birth, by living close to the One Who is Beau- 
tiful. Daily prayer and Bible study are absolutely 
necessary. It is just as impossible for one to be spir- 
itually sound without using these means of grace as 
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‘t is for one to throw a rope into the air and then 
climb up. 


In other words, an attitude or condition of spir- 


itual relaxation comes from resting in the Lord. He 
is sufficient for every problem and every contingency 
of life. He can and He will. —L.N.B. 


Theology Is To Be 
Preached 


In some churches there is an aversion to theo- 
logical preaching. This is not difficult to under- 
stand. To appreciate theological preaching one must 
develop a taste for it. 


The average congregation has not been exposed 
to enough-of it to have such a taste. They have been 
given sermons on how to win friends, how to be a 
magnetic personality, how to forget our worries, 
how to feel good, and how to succeed in business. 
Though these topics have some value, they do not 
belong to the essence of the saving message of the 
gospel. 


Another reason is that theological preaching makes 
one think and most people prefer not to think—it 
is too laborious. Many modern congregations, there- 
fore, desire sermons that are entertaining and ora- 
torical rather than doctrinal. 


As Christian preachers we must be reminded that 
Christ was a theological preacher. The Apostles 
were theological preachers. They exhorted us to 
preach doctrines. Preachers who have built great 
churches have been theological preachers. Oratorical 
and topical preachers may have a larger audience; 
but it is a well-known fact that when such preachers 
leave, the people leave. 


Dr. R. W. Dale of Birmingham, England, made 
an experiment with theological preaching that should 
be of value to all Christian preachers. When he 
arrived at Carr’s Lane Church, he laid out a series 
of sermons on the great theological themes. 


After the first month one of the elders told him 
that he was giving the congregation mighty heavy 
diet and he was afraid the people would not stand 
for it. Dale responded, ‘“They will have to stand for 
it.” They did, and the church grew spiritually from 
year to year under the theological indoctrination of 
this able preacher. 


It was said that when Dr. Dale left this church, 
the members were so informed on theological truth 
that they could have passed as creditable examination 
on theology as a graduate of a theological seminary. 


Theological preaching is broadening. It stretches 
the minds of people. Its range is wider than “ethics” 
or “religion.” Theology itself is broad since it 
embraces the Christian doctrines which deal with all 
of man’s relationships to God and the universe. 
Theology gives man a comprehensive world and life 
view. This is especially true of Reformed theology. 
No secular philosophy has ever broadened the per- 
spective of man like the theology of Calvin and his 
followers. 
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Theological preaching is satisfying. Philosophy 
has a legitimate place in life, but the philosophies 
of this world only show the inadequacies of reason 
to solve the basic problems of existence. This writer 
has studied philosophy for thirty years, and he knows 
that it has no satisfying answers to the problems of 
origins, providence, sin, salvation, and the last 
things. 


Christian theology does not deal with specula- 
tions but with finalities. Our peace of mind is not 
found in speculation but in the finalities. 


Theological preaching is strengthening. Calvin 
has reminded us that the soul lives on truth. The 
soul is nourished by truth. The soul grows stronger 
as Christian truth is appropriated. 


Many lean and feeble souls in our pews need 
a richer diet. If fed on theological preaching, they 
would soon be like the citizen of Zion who we are 
told goes from “strength to strength.” 


Lazy preachers and lazy congregations may pre- 
fer an easier method to produce stronger Christians, 
but experience teaches us that there is no method 
that has been blessed with the results we want as 
the old formula, “Preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all longsuffering and doctrine.” 


Congregations should encourage their preachers 
to give them more theological instruction in regard 
to the kind of God they have to meet and what He 
requires of them. Preachers should be more diligent 
in seeking to be “approved unto God, rightly divid- 
ing the word of truth.” 


More thought should be given to the eternal 
things and less time to the ephemerals. Let us pray 
that our Church will be revitalized by a new ap- 
preciation and a fresh presentation of the theological 
convictions set forth so marvellously in our West- 
minster Standards. These standards have served as 
museum pieces too long. Let us take them off the 
shelf and permit them to give their timeless message 
to our age which is becoming conscious of its the- 
ological and moral bankruptcy, and its need of 
tested certainties and saving affirmations. —J.R.R. 


Church Property And 


Southern Presbyterian History 


Editorials in both The Christian Observer and 
The Presbyterian Outlook published in August 
issues take the position that a local congregation 
holds its property so long as it stays in the denomi- 
nation, but that if it withdraws it loses its property. 
But this is diametrically opposed to our historical 
origin. 


In 1861 our Southern Churches left the Old 
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School Presbyterian denomination and instead ot 
surrendering their local properties took them with 
them. 

This was good Southern Presbyterianism in 1861. 
When did it change? Where is the change recorded ? 


If the control of local Presbyterian property by 
the local congregation in case of a separation was 
not congregationalism but good Southern Presby- 
terianism in 1861 is it not good Southern Presby- 
terianism in 1950? 


More significant still is the way in which the 
senior contributing editor of The Christian Observer 
commits our Church to the decisions of the United 
States Supreme Court in the matter of Church 
property, 


The major decision here is the Walnut Street 
Church decision in which the United States Supreme 
Court decided against the Synod of Kentucky and 
for the Northern General Assembly. As a sequence 
of that decision the USA Assembly took congrega- 
tional properties in the later Cumberland Union 
even where they had not a single member, thus 
dispossessing complete congregations of continuing 
Cumberland Presbyterians. Dr. Lingle holds with 
the United States Supreme Court that a Presby- 
terian union “carries all church property with it.” 


In 1867, however, the Synod of Kentucky came 
to our Southern Assembly and asked to be admitted 
into organic union with us on the basis of a cove- 
nant by which they could be assured that we so 
agreed with them in principles and doctrines that 
they would not have a recurrence of the difficulties 
from which they had already suffered in the USA 
Church. 


In this covenant our Assembly unanimously ap- 
proved of “the determination of the Synod of Ken- 
tucky, as expressed in the fourth resolution of its 


minutes of June 28th, 1867, communicated by its 
commissioners to this Assembly, to assert fully all 
its legal claims as a part of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America, and to reserve all 
its legal right of proprety as a synod in any union 
which may be formed with this body.” Minutes 
Assembly 1867, pp. 143-144. 


If Dr. Lingle’s approval of the Supreme Court's 
Walnut Street Decision becomes the position of our 
Southern Presbyterian General Assembly what be- 
comes of the solemn covenant we entered into with 
the Kentucky Synod of concurrence in their doc- 
trines and constitutional principles which were 
diametrically opposed to that same Walnut Street 
Decision ? 


What becomes of our consideration in deferring 
the adoption of our Book of Church Order until we 
could have their representative on our Committee 
on this subject and see to it that our Book was in 
accord with their principles? 


What becomes of the advocacy of our Book of 
Church Order by this representative, Dr. Stuart 
Robinson, in the 1879 Southern Presbyterian Re- 
view thus showing that it did accord with the 
doctrines and constitutional principles of the Synod 
of Kentucky as against the acts of the USA As- 
sembly and the Walnut’ Street Decision of the 
United States Supreme Court ? 


Might not the United States Supreme Court hold 
in our case that since we had set up a Southern 
Presbyterianism counter to the USA Presbyterianism 
of the Walnut Street Decision, therefore local 
property in our denomination in case of a merger 
and a split would go with the local congregations 
just as it did when we started in 1861? Isn’t that 
what our history requires the ad-interim committee 


of the 1950 Assembly to say? —Wnm.C.R. 


“Super-Church” Is Big 


Issue At ‘Toronto Reprinted from 
United Evangelical Action 


The World Council of Churches faced division 
over the Super-Church issue at Toronto in the third 
annual meeting of the Central Committee of that 
body. We have studied the reports of the proceed- 
ings with some diligence. There were actions re- 
garding (1) racism, with special reference to South 
Africa; (2) Korea, approving the action of the 
United Nations; (3) religious liberty; (4) the 
Stockholm peace proposal and (5) the refugee 
problem. These were all given headlines in the 
secular and the religious press. But there is a 
strange reticence about the debate on the Super- 
Church issue which continued over two days and 
became at times acrid and painful. 


It is passing strange that there should have been 
anything at all said about the Super-Church at 
Toronto. Since its beginning evangelical criticism 


of the Council in this count has been both “pooh- 
poohed” and denied catergorically. Dr. W. A. Visser 


t Hooft, the Council’s executive secretary, said early 


in its history, “One tenacious misunderstanding is 
that this Council seeks to become a Super-Church, 
a center of ecclesiastical power, which will seek to 
control the churches adhering to it... It will be 
useful to state again in the most unequivocal manner 
possible that . .. we repudiate the notion.”” We have 
been given to understand that our charges were un- 
christian and entirely without foundation. 


Yet the hundred delegates and _ representatives 
who gathered in Emmanuel College July 8-15 knew 
that this was the cardinal issue before the Com- 
mittee. [he executives of the Council knew it but 
refused to publicly admit it. 

There are two elements within the Council who 
are not satisfied with its ecclesiology. The State 
Churches, whose place, pride and arrogance are 
threatened, coupled with the intensely denomination- 
al churches, whose peculiar doctrine and administra- 
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tive authority are involved, see the World Council 
as a potential Vatican. On the other hand “liberals” 
in all the churches, desirous of making the Council 
the Ecumenical Church with all the rights and 
functions of such an ecclesiasticism, feel that the 
present organization is a halting and impotent 
thing. The former element is for further decentral- 
ization and tighter limitation. The latter presses for 
more power and a wider and tougher exercise of it. 


‘The issue was forced on the floor at Toronto by 
one of the State churches. The Greek Church had 
threatened to withdraw from the Council unless its 
doctrinal and temporal integrity could be guaran- 
teed. Its representatives demanded immediate con- 
sideration of “the ecclesiological significance’ of 
the Council. ‘They found ready allies among 
Lutheran, Anglican and Reformed delegates. 


An ameliorating paper, drafted by the general 
secretary and a number of friendly theologians, was 
presented but it only initiated the discussion. It 
made clear that some churches in the Council were 
“true” and some “heretical.’’ No one liked that. It 
tailed to define the nature of the “fellowship” in the 
Council. Its references to “unity” were ambiguous. 
It was too indefinite about the borderline between 
the powers of the Council and those of the con- 
stituent members. So the paper went to a sub-com- 
mittee for redrafting. When they had pruned it 
from ten to six pages.and changed the phraseology 
in many places it came back to plenary sessions of 
the Central Committee and then, as The Christian 
Century puts it, “the fun began.” 


A black curtain has been drawn over these 
humorous proceedings. But we know that such 
questions as these were discussed: 


Is it possible for any church to be a part of an 
organization claiming to be a “Council of Churches’’ 
without sacrificing something of its autonomy ? 


Is it possible for a “true’’ church to have fellow- 
ship with “heretical” churches without denying or 
compromising the historic or categorical principles 
essential to its well-being? 


Is true unity spiritual or organic? Is visible unity 
essential or desirable ? 


Should the World Council deal with divisions? 
Should it condone them? Should it decry them? 
Should it promote ultimate unity? Should the 
Council itself seek to express unity? If so, how far 
can it go without encroachment upon the organic, 
dogmatic and sacramental integrity of the member 
churches? 


Should churches be permitted to be members of 
the Council who do not desire to achieve The 
Ecumenical Church through the framework of the 
Council ? 


Should the WCC exist merely to facilitate com- 
mon action, common study, a united Christian 
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witness and mutual support in the task of evangel- 
ism? 


Should the WCC speak for its member churches? 


How far can it commit them by its pronouncements? 


Should members of the WCC be permitted to 
make sharp and painful denials about one another 
and to work competitively in given fields of labor? 


‘These and other questions precipitated the longest 
and the most serious debate at Toronto. Finally a 
document was drawn which declares that “the 
World Council is not and must never become a 
super-church”; that the purpose of the WCC, “is 
not to negotiate unions between churches,” but to 
“bring the churches into living contact with each 
other and to promote the study and discussion of 
the issues of church unity”; that the WCC “cannot 
and should not be based on any one particular con- 
ception of the church,” that “membership in the 
WCC does not imply that a church treats it own 
conception of the church as merely relative,” that 
“membership in the World Council does not imply 
acceptance of a specific doctrine concerning the 
nature of church unity.” 


Futhermore it declares that “the member churches 
of the council believe that conversation, cooperation 
and common witness of the churches must be based 
on the common recognition that Christ is the divine 
Head of the body”; that “the member churches of 
the World Council believe, on the basis of the New 
‘Testament, that the church of Christ is one” and 
that “‘the member churches recognize that the 
membership of the Church of Christ is more in- 
clusive than the membership of their own church 
body. They seek therefore to enter into living con- 
tact with those outside their own ranks who confess 


the Lordship of Christ.” 


Other sections of the report affirm that “the 
member churches ... recognize in other churches 
elements of the true church,” that they “are willing 
to consult together in seeking to learn of the Lord 
Jesus Christ what witness he would have them bear 
to the world in his name,” and that the churches 
‘should recognize their solidarity with each other, 
render assistance to each other in case of need and 
refrain from such actions as are incompatible with 
brotherly relationships.” Finally, it was agreed that 
‘the member churches enter into spiritual relation- 
ships through which they seek to learn from each 
other and to give help to each other in order that 
the body of Christ may be built up and that the 
life of the churches may be renewed.” 


It is a rather harmless document, but those who 
affirmed it were still so doubtful about its meaning 
and implications that they decided to send it back 
to the churches for further consideration and to 
make it the first order of business in 1951 when the 
Central Committee has its next regular meeting. 


The forces who oppose the Super-Church idea 
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seem at this stage to have won the argument. The 
“liberals” and ecumaniacs,” whose heads are “bloody 
but unbowed,” say that this discussion has slowed 
down the growth of the Council, scared off potential 
financial support, and “spread a spiritual blight 
over church life” in general. The two elements in 
the Council have now measured the opposition and 
are proceeding accordingly. They will be ready to 


resume the battle with newer and better strategies 
when the issue comes up again. 


Thus, the Super-Church, which WCC officials 
insist is only the figment of evangelical imagination, 
continues to be a major issue not only outside but 
inside the world body itself. It may well be the 
stumbling block over which the Council will fall. 


She 
| 


Those who clamor so loudly and persistently for 
a union of churches, on the assumption that the 
evangelization of America will be hastened, have 
not studied the evangelistic record of the leading 
Protestant denominations in the United States. 


Such a study will reveal beyond dispute that the 
largest churches are not always the most productive 
in evangelistic results. 


The largest Protestant body in the United States 
is the Methodist Church, which by the unification 
act of a few years ago, now has 8,792,569 members. 
Though nearly four times the size of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., the Methodist Church in 


1949 received only twice as many new members. 


In other words, the Presbyterians gained two 
times as many new members, in proportion, as the 


Methodists. 


To press the study a bit further, though nearly 
four times the size of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, the records show that in the ten-year pe- 
riod ending March 31, 1950, the Northern Presby- 
terian Church had a membership gain of 10.3 per- 
cent, while the Southern Church had a gain of 
25.50 percent. 


A study of the evangelistic record of the Protes- 
tant denominations makes crystal clear that bigness 
does not increase a church’s evangelistic interest, 
which should be the chief concern, and that the 
smaller denominations when faithful to the divine 
commission to preach the Gospel, are more fruitful 
in their evangelistic efforts, which is the life of the 
Church and the hope of the world. 


There is another important consideration in the 
work of the Church that cannot be overlooked in 
any union discussion. It is the question of steward- 
ship, This is reflected in its contribution to the 
Christian missionary enterprises at home and in for- 
eign lands. 


Rev. William Crowe, D.D. 


The report of the United Stewardship Council, 
shows that in 1949 the per capita gifts of the 
Northern Presbyterian Church, with a membership 
nearly four times greater, was $36.94, while the 
per capita gifts of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, about one-fourth its size, was $52.64, 
which is $15.70 more. Of the total contributions of 
the Northern Church, only $7.24 was for benevo- 
lences, while of the Southern Church’s total $14.03 


was for this purpose. 


In the light of these figures, those who are press- 
ing so earnestly for the union of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church with the Northern Presbyterian 
Church, in the expectation that the larger and richer 
churches of the North and East will get under the 
missionary load of the smaller and poorer Churches 
of the South and West, will be disappointed. 


The two vital tests of a church’s life and service 
are—the members received into its membership upon 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Sa- 
vior, and the gifts of its members and the dedication 
of its life to Christ’s Worldwide Missionary Pro- 
gram. The Southern Presbyterian Church has a 
record in evangelism and stewardship of which no 
informed member needs to be ashamed, and which 
justifies its continuance as a separate denomination. 


By every standard the Southern Presbyterian 
Church is moving steadily forward, adding to its 
membership, increasing its gifts, enlarging its work 
in America and across the world, and growing in 
favor with all Christian denominations. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church is regarded 
as a good neighbor of every church in every com- 
munity. There is no point in its work, where the 
Southern Presbyterian Church can be strengthened 
or made more effective through union, that cannot 
be done better through comity and Christian co- 
operation, and the continuation of the Southern 
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Presbyterian Church as a member of the family of 
churches. 


Sensible business men do not liquidate a growing 


* concern, or merge a small business that is yielding 


satisfactory dividends with a larger concern earn- 
ing Only one-half as much. This is what the pro- 
moters of organic union, who get their inspiration 
from inter-denominational councils, whose goal is 
bigness, would have our Assembly do. 


The elders and deacons and members, many at a 
great sacrifice, who have built the churches, the col- 


leges, the hospitals, the mission schools and the or- 
phanages, should face the issue squarely and decide 
for themselves, and not let it be decided for them 
by committees, whether or not they want the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, which is friendly 
with all and conflicts with none, and which has had 
the rich blessing of God on its labors through the 
ninety years of its history as a denomination of 
Christian people, to be liquidated. 

Despite the protestations of union advocates, that 
is just what organic union with the Northern Pres- 
byterian Church means. 


Sabbath School Lessons 
LESSON FOR OCTOBER 15: 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Using The Bible 


Scripture: Psalms 19:7-11; Acts 8:26-39; II] Tim- 


othy 3:14-17. Devotional Reading: Luke 24-25-32. 


The one great rule for using the Bible is found in our devotional reading: “He expounded to them in 
all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” (Vs. 27). ‘““While he opened to us the Scriptures.” (Vs. 
32). Christ was the greatest teacher who ever lived and He promised to send the Holy Spirit to guide into 
all the truth and take of the things of Christ and show them unto us. 


There are other rules, such as search, compare, 
meditate, practice, but the fundamental principle of 
Bible study is dependence upon the illuminating 
power of the Holy Spirit. 


We should open our Bibles with the prayer: 
“Open thou mine eyes that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law.” If He, the Holy Spirit, 
opens our eyes, Our ears and our hearts, then our 
study of the Word will be a rich blessing. 


Our hearts will burn within us over and over 
again as we read and study our Bibles if He, the 
great teacher, through the presence of the Holy 
Spirit, opens to us the treasures of the Word. 


I. A Description Of The Character 
Work, And Value Of Scripture: 
Psalms 19:7-11. 


God reveals Himself in nature, and the first six 
verses of this psalm give us a beautiful description 
of that revelation. But nature cannot show us all 
we need to know concerning God, especially the 
plan of Salvation, so He has given us His Word, 
the Bible. 


Beginning at Verse 7 we have this description of 
the Word of God, its character, its value, its work. 
It is called by different names, such as “law,” “‘tes- 
timony,” “statutes,” “commandment,” “fear,” 
“judgments”; it is perfect, sure, right, pure, clean, 
true and righteous altogether; it converts the soul, 
makes wise the simple, rejoices the heart, enlightens 
the eyes, endures forever; it is more to be desired 
than gold, sweeter than honey; it warns us, and 
rewards us. 


This is our Bible, the Book that we as Christians 
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are to use. But many neglect it and so fail to obtain 
the rewards which come from its use. It contains 
the unsearchable riches of the Christ, yet many live 
and die spiritual paupers. It is milk and bread and 
strong meat and honey, yet many are starved or 
undernourished in mind and soul. It reveals the 
way of life, yet many remain dead in trespasses and 
sins. It gives comfort and strength for every sorrow 
and trial, yet many lead unhappy, defeated lives. 


It is the sword of the Spirit, yet many Christians 
have never learned to use it and are overcome by 
the adversary of their souls. If we but “had the 
arm to wield it and the skill to use it,”’ we would be 
always victorious in the battle of life. 


I]. An Illustration Of Its Use: 
Acts 8:26-39 


This is the familiar story of the conversion of the 
Ethiopian eunuch. Philip had been long doing a 
marvellous work in the city of Samaria. So great 
had been his success that the news came to the 
church at Jerusalem and Peter and John were sent 
to help in the work. 

The angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, 
“Arise and go toward the south unto the way that 
goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza.” We see 
two things here: (1) God’s interest in one seeker 
after the truth, and (2) Philip’s implicit obedience. 
As one translation has it: God said to Philip, “Get 
up and go... and he got up and went.” 

The Ethiopian was reading the 52 and 53 chapters 
of Isaiah, that wonderful prophecy concerning the 
sufferings and death of Christ, so Philip began at 
this same Scripture and preached unto him Jesus. 
And yet we have some “wiseacres” who try to tell 
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us that there is no reference 
to Christ in these chapters. 
Philip and the Holy Spirit 
evidently knew better than 
these so-called scholars. 


The result of this study 
was the conversion and bap- 
tism of the eunuch. There 
was seemingly a spring or lit- 
tle stream by the road-side, 
and going down to the water, 
Philip took up the water and 
baptized this new convert. 


There is every indication of 


THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 


John Bunyan’s Famous Story Recwritten For Young People 
And Illustrated With The Little Jetts 


By Wapr C. 


Mr. Smith has eliminated the repetitions and shortened the long 
doctrinal arguments of this famous story, but has preserved the 
remarkable allegory and those most meaningful names of the 
people whe had to do with Christian—Pliable, Obstinate, Help, 
Mr. Worldly Wiseman, and many others equally apt of the char- 
acters portrayed. The book, in this abbreviated form, contains 
all the pointed lessons of the original volume and is a story that 
will be read understandingly by very young people. Price $1.75. 


THe SouTHern PresByTerRiAN N. C. 


baptism by pouring or sprink- 
ling. This was a desert country, with only small 
streams. 


The ‘into’ is just as well translated, “to the 
water.” It does not necessarily mean into or under. 
Even if we translated it “into,” it probably only 
meant stepping into the water. ‘The expression, 
“out of” is just as correctly translated “from.” 
Lenski, the Greek authority says, “Take your choice: 
to the water, from the water; or stepping into and 
again stepping out of the water; or down under the 
water and again up from under the water to im- 
mersion if you prefer, but for both. Not we but 
Luke combined them.” “Both Philip and_ the 


eunuch.”’ 


The Bible is the Book to use in personal work 
with unsaved people, seekers after the truth. If we 
can get them to read the Word of God, have some- 
one explain it to them if they do not understand, 
we have a splendid opportunity to lead them to 


Christ. The Holy Spirit honors and uses the Word. 


Christ is the center of the Bible and we can start 
anywhere and preach Jesus Christ unto men. The 
Word of God is the Sword of the Spirit. If we 
have “‘an arm to wield it, and skill to use it,” as 
Bunyan puts it, we can accomplish wonders in 
bringing people to a saving knowledge of Christ. 


Ill. Wise Unto Salvation: 
Il Timothy 3:14-17. 


Why are the Scriptures able to make us “wise 
unto salvation?” 


1. Because they lead us to Jesus Christ. Faith 
cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of 
God. Salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ. 
The Scriptures are the only infallible rule of faith 
and practice. They reveal God’s love for a lost 
world and His plan of Salvation. As we read we 
believe and are saved. 


2. Because they are inspired of God. One of the 
best interpretations of this verse (16) is that by 
Lenski. He gives an exhaustive and learned dis- 
cussion based on the original Greek in his /nterpre- 
tation of Second Timothy. | wish all students of 
the Scripture could read it. 1 wish to quote quite 
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freely from his excellent work. 


‘The inspiration of the Scriptures is constantly 
denied, and thus efforts are made to eliminate from 
Scripture itself any linguistic claim to its own in- 
spiration. Some follow the bold method: they let 
Paul say what he pleases, they do not believe what 
he says. Others that are not so bold tone down the 
idea of inspiration until nothing but the decorative 
word is left. They at least do not like to give up 
the. word. They generally, however, speak with con- 
tempt of what they denominate “the verbal theory 
of inspiration.” They propose a “theory” of a dif- 
ferent kind, one that allows for more or less error 
in Holy Writ. Thus this passive verbal is made the 
point of attack: ... The passive idea is found 
throughout the Scriptures ... no prophecy of Scrip- 
ture is of one’s own interpretation, for not by man’s 
will was prophecy ever brought forth, on the con- 
trary, being borne along by the Holy Spirit (cer- 
tain) men spoke from God. II Peter 1:21. 


“As the wind wafts and bears a sailing vessel 
along on its course, so men spoke from God, borne 
along by the Holy Spirit—passive principle, the di- 
vine agent being expressed by the regular preposition 
with passives ... Here, in fact, is the concise Bib- 
lical definition of inspiration: By God—through or 
by means of men, first orally, then in written form. 
God is the full and complete agent; holy men of 
God are only His instruments. “All of it presents 
and reveals the fact of inspiration, only the fact. 
There is no theory about it, can be none. A fact is 
simply to be seen as a fact and then treated as a fact 
and not to be dissolved into a theory. He who does 
the latter may lose the fact, may have already 
lost it. 


“All Scripture is ‘writing.’ The pen traces words 
and combines these into sentences and paragraphs. 
These words convey the thought. Erase the words 
and the thought disappears ... This is Verbal Jn- 
spiration. It is before us on every written page of 
the Book. There is no other divine inspiration. 


“The thought cannot be separated from the words 
which are its vehicles. To speak of an inspiration of 
thought that is mot an inspiration of the words is to 
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disregard what the Scriptures show us as a 
fact ... We hear the statement: That is a “theory,” 
a “mechanical” conception which makes the writers 
“automatons.” When did God ever have difficulty 
or use faulty means in conveying his thought to 
men? God-inspired means “breathed by God,” the 
very word ‘breathe’ referring to the Pneuma. Is 
that Mechanical ?” 


“Paul sketches the tremendous effect of this God- 


breathed Scripture. Because it is God-inspired it is 
‘profitable for teaching.’ It is profitable ‘for refuta- 
tion’ of every religious lie, falsehood, fiction; “for 
restoration,’ for restoring the sinner to an upright 
position from his fallen state, the believer who has 
fallen back into sin and guilt. Finally, ‘profitable’ 
for ... the education in righteousness, as a child is 
educated, trained, and disciplined in all righteous 
living.” (Lenski is especially fine on this whole 
passage ). 


Young People’s Department 


Vesper Topics For October 15: / Know I Should, But 


Introduction 


One time a young boy left home and started to 
my church for young people’s society. “The church 
was about two miles east of his home. Later on 
that night the boy was found on the river bank 
under a bridge about three miles west of his home. 


I asked the boy how it was he started out to church 
and landed up under the bridge and he said to me, 
“I don’t know. | knew I should go to church and | 
started out in that direction, but somehow or other, 
I just landed up under the bridge.” 


Far too many of us are just like that young boy 
in our religious life. We know what we ought to 
do—we sort of want to do it. But somehow or other, 
we land up in practices and habits that just are not 
what we set out to do, How can we change these 
habits? There are many ways, but I believe one 
thing which would help us be to see clearly and 
exactly what sin is and realize this is what we must 
avoid if we are going to make a strong Christian 
life. Let us follow through the Scriptures and see 
seven definitions of sin. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. Transgression of God's Law 


ls Sin: I John 3:4. 


This is the greatest kind of sin and any one of us 
can recognize it if we want to. Beginning with 
the Ten Commandments and moving on through 
Scripture again and again God’s says, “Thou shalt 
do this,” and, “Thou shalt not do that.” When we 
disobey the law of God, either because we do not 
want to keep it, or because we do not consider it, 
or because we do not have the strength to keep it, 
we have disobeyed the law of God and we are 


guilty before God. 


2. Lacking Righteousness 
Is Sin: I John 5:17. 


Not only are open violations of the law sin, but 
any unrighteousness is sin, and all of us know we 
are not as holy as God is Holy. When we look 
into our hearts, we find unrighteousness present in 
desire and attitude. 
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By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


3. Failing To Do What We Know Is 
Right Is Sin: James 4:17. 


Not only can we violate the law of God by doing 
things God prohib&s, but often we disobey the law 
of God by simply failing to do the thing we know 
we ought to do. We are in the world as servants 
and servants obey, and not ignore, the command- 


ments of God. 


4+. Doing The Questionable 1s 
Sin: Romans 14:23. 


Life would be simple if everything right was 
absolutely white, and everything wrong was ab- 
solutely black. But, as a matter of fact, a great 
many things we are called to do in our world today 
are sort of tattle-tale gray. We must be able to 
look at some practice or some habit and as we look, 
if we feel it questionable, if we doubt it will help 
us in the Christian life, if we teel ic might cut the — 
keeness of our spiritual interest or cause somebody 
else to stumble, then if we go ahead and do it, we 
sin. 


5. Ungodly Planning Is 
Sin: Proverbs 24:9. 


The thought of the foolish is a figure of speech 
from the original refering to the scheming and 
planning of a heart that has left God out of the 
life. No one commits a sexual sin until he has 
meditated on it in his heart. No one steals until he 
has coveted in his heart that which he steals. No 
one kills until he has plotted revenge in his heart. 
You and I are at the root of sin when we let our 
minds think on ungodly things and let our hearts 
dwell on ungodly things 


6. Pride and Wrong Motives Are 
Sin: Proverbs 21:4. 


When we are proud of ourselves and proud of 
our accomplishments and act in that pride and 
selfishness, our pride and wrong motives of life are 
sin and we are guilty before God, whether we 
express them or not. 
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7. Respect of Worldly Position 
Is Sin: James 2:9. 


Respect of worldly position is sin. If you or I 
think we are better than somebody else, or if we 


“lick the boots” of somebody who is higher because — 


of what we think we can gain, that is sin. For all 
men everywhere have been created in the image of 
God and we must think of them as people whom 
God loves and whom God values just as highly as 
He does us. To look down upon someone else in 
superiority or to look up to someone else in selfish- 
ness is the soot sin that has brought the evils of 
injustice, greed, and war upon our society. 


Catechism 
Q. What is Sin? 


A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or trans- 
gression of, the Law of God. 


Suggestions 


Let the group follow through the Scripture trai! 
concerning sin. Have some leader discuss some ot 
the typical actions of young people that do not quite 
measure up to what they know is right and have 
some one close on the talk of the fact that only as 
the Spirit of God gives us the self-control to avoid 
evil and the questionable and to do good, can we 
truly grow in the Christian life. 


Woman’s Work 


On Your October Calendar 


October: Church Extension Month. 

October 1: Worldwide Communion Sunday. 

October 8-15: Church Paper Week. 

October 22: Day of Prayer and Fasting for 
Evangelism . 


October 29: Reformation Day. 
SYNODICAL MEETINGS FOR 1950 


ALABAMA: Oct. 4-5, Selma. 

APPALACHIA: Sept. 26-28, Knoxville, Tenn. 
(First Church). 

ARKANSAS: Oct. 24-26, Texarkana (First 
Church). 

Fiorina: Oct. 17-18, Jacks onville (Murray 
Hill). 

GeEorGIA: Oct. 5-6, Atlanta (Peachtree Road). 

KENTUCKY: Sept. 12-14, Danville (Centre 
College). 

LouIsiIANA: Oct. 12-12, New Orleans (Canal 
Street ). 

Mississipp1: Oct. 4-5, Hattiesburg (First and 
Bay Street Churches). 

Missouri: Sept. 26-28, Mexico. 

NortH CAROLINA: Oct. 17-18, Charlotte (Cald- 
well Memorial Church). 

OKLAHOMA: Oct. 19-20, Duncan (First 
Church). 

SNEDECOR MEMORIAL: Aug. 12, Tuscaloosa, 
Ala. (Stillman College). 

SOUTH CAROLINA: Oct. 24-26, Darlington 
(First). 

TENNESSEE: Oct. 25-26, Pulaski (First). 

Texas: Oct. 24-26, Sherman. 

VIRGINIA: Sept. 20-21, Hopewell (West End 
Church). 

West VirGINIA: Sept. 27-28, Charleston 
(Bream Presbyterian Church). 


Recommend The Journal During 
Church Paper Week 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 
The Last Half 


October marks the last half of the church year. 
It is fitting that in this month the General As- 
sembly has called the members of our Church to “a 
time of rededication to the evangelistic and exten- 
sion enterprise of the Church and to an enlarged 
and sustained Home Mission Advance.” 


Each month, each week, in fact each day in the 
remaining six months of our church year, presents 
to us enlarging opportunities and occasions for 
measuring up to our responsibilities as God’s fellow- 
workers. We know that Christ only is the Answer 
to our world’s need. Thousands are waiting for us 
to point them to our all-sufficient Lord and Savior. 


The General Assembly calls us to ‘‘observe a Day ~ 


of Fasting and Prayer (October 22) for the con- 
version of individuals by name and a genuine re- 
vival throughout the Church.” We need prayerfully 
to prepare for this special day. Then shall we be 
better ready to make evangelism a vital, personal 
passion of our lives, dominating our service as this 
will be marked out for us through each monthly) 
emphasis and through our daily witness for Christ. 


“O Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the 
years. 


Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy peo- 
ple may rejoice in thee ?”’ 


The first Wednesday of each month has 
been set aside by supporters of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal as a day of prayer and 
fasting for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
on our Church and nation in revival of a stead- 
fast faith and belief in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the only Savior of a lost world. From time 
to time, prayer objectives will be sent out from 
THe JouRNAL office. This action was in- 
cluded in resolutions adopted by a group of 


Journal supporters meeting in Weaverville 
August 16. 
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New Iti The 


Gamily 


By Joseph M. Garrison 


One of the significant programs appearing on the 
platform of Anderson Auditorium this season came 
during the Montreat Leadership School. 


As a rule the programs appearing on that platform 
center around some outstanding Bible teacher or 
preacher or some representative of a particular part 
of the Church’s work, such as World Missions or 


Christian Education. 


This summer there were many fine presentations 
along the accepted pattern. The program we refer 
to was different in that it was presented by a natural 
family group. In all my contacts with Montreat 
this is the first program I have seen presented by a 
family group. 


The program paper was exceedingly simple. This 
family had spent the earlier part of the evening at 
their church, where along with other families they 
heard of the church’s study season, designed to 
emphasize the Christian family, its nature and its 
work. They also heard of the study book by Dr. 
Robert A. Lapsley Jr., Beside the Hearthstone. 


Taking the church’s plans to heart they have 
vathered as a family in their home to discuss how 
they might use the study season and the book to 
build their family life. 


The initiative behind this program came out of 
the class on Family Life which was a part of the 
Leadership School. The purpose of the program was 
two-fold. First, the Church must become aware of 
the study season, which is to center in family life. 
Since this comes the last of September and early 
October it was recognized that the vacation season 
would make adequate local planning rather difficult. 
Few of the members of the class knew about the 
scheduled study season. On hearing about it, they 
were resolved to try to do something to encourage 
a wide observance of the season. Incidentally, the 
class on Family Life found that there already exists 
a great abundance of written material in this field 
and that the real problem is that of puting it to use. 
They had hopes of catching the interest of four or 
five hundred churches through the representatives 
on the Montreat grounds at the time. [his purpose 
was accomplished in a fine way. 


The second purpose behind the program was to 
try to demonstrate the manner in which we can get 
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the most out of the study season and to hold up the 
point of view that something must happen on the 
level of the family. Thus far in the church’s program 
considerable emphasis has been placed on the in- 
dividual—men, women and young people .. . Now 


It's The Family. 


In the program the father of the family had 
numerous distinctions as a preacher and Bible 
teacher, but now he spoke as a father and a husband. 
The mother, active in her church at home and a 
leader in summer leadership schools, spoke as a 
mother and a wife. There were three children. ‘Two 
of them participated vocally in the program and the 
third, a little boy, while saying nothing in words, 
said much in action. 


The only stage scenery used was a table, around 
which the family were seated, and a sign indicating 
that the program was originating in television 
station HOME. In a simple yet concrete way 
they came to an agreement as to how they as a family 
would participate in the study season. 


The heart of this new family emphasis is in the 
families doing things together. What happens in 
Church to launch the study is to be regarded as 
preliminary. 


Thus the special study season in family life calls 
for a two-fold program. First, there must be the 
initial effort within the church where representa- 
tives of families are brought together to discuss ways 
in which Beside The Hearthstone may be used by 
families. Along with the study book a helpful guide 
for family use has been prepared by Dr. Joseph M. 
Gettys. 


The plans in various churches will vary. Some 
will have six weekly meetings to study the book 
prior to using it in their homes. Others may have 
only one or two general meetings. And some may 
have one large family night and place the book in 
the hands of families. Like anything else this re- 
quires considerable promotion. That’s a good word 
if you include in its meaning announcements, letters, 
notices and requests for personal prayer in behalf of 
family life, and prayer groups. 


But you can do all this and still miss the real 
emphasis. The thing we want to happen is for the 
family to read, study and discuss the study book, 
Beside the Hearthstone, at home. During this 
season the family will need to set an hour a week, 
Sunday afternoon or Wednesday night or some 
other time for this study at home. We are convinced 
that this season can bring many blessings if we are 


faithful. 


We have too long assumed the importance of the 
Christian Family. Now we must do something 
about it. It ought to mean something to each family 
to know that other families are concerned and work- 
ing at this simultaneously. 
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Training School 


Enrolls 120 


Rev. W. Lapsley Carson, pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Richmond, Va., gave the ad- 
dress at the opening exercises of the General As- 
cembly’s Training School on Wednesday, September 
13. President Henry Wade DuBose announced an 
enrollment of 120, to that date, with the expecta- 
tion of additional registrations. Seventy percent of 
the students are college graduates and represent 
about 60 colleges and universities. Florida State 
University and Montreat College lead in having 
eight alumnz each in the present student body. A 
larger number of men have registered than in many 
years, four to take the regular course of study and 
three to take selected courses. In the senior class 50 
are enrolled and in the junior class there are 70. 
‘The students come from 21 states and two foreign 
countries, Brazil and Italy. North Carolina with 19 
and Virginia with 16, lead in number of students 
represented. 


Sylvia Lima from Rio de Janeiro is a member of 
the senior class. ‘wo others from Rio, entering the 
jumior class, are Olga Gomes, who has served as 
Secretary to the Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian 
Church in Brazil and is recipient of the Friendship 
Circle Fund Scholarship provided by the Women of 
the Church; and Lucy Silva, who comes upon re- 
commendation of the East Brazil Mission, and holds 


a scholarship from the Board of World Missions. 


A third foreign student from Florence, Italy, is 
Griuseppina Alabiso, a member of the Waldensian 
Church, and active in the young people’s work of 
the church. Miss Alabiso comes recommended by 
the Church World Service and holds a scholarship 
provided the Association of Directors of Religious 
Education. 


Student body officers for the session are: Gene- 
vieve Anderson, Pontotoc, Miss., president; Mar- 
gery Mallard, Tampa, Fla., vice-president; Jean 
Lotts, Covington, Va., secretary; Virginia Gibbins, 
Shreveport, La., treasurer. 


Chureh News 


nary, New York. For eight years she taught in the 
Oklahoma Presbyterian College in Durant, and she 
has done editorial work for both the northern and 
southern branches of the Presbyterian Church. Also 
Miss ‘Taylor has served a two-year term as director 
of religious education in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Waynesboro, Va. Miss Taylor has come 
during the absence of Professor Rachel Henderlite, 
who is on leave for a year. 


W orld Missions 


The Board of World Missions has announced 4 
vain of $42,538.87 in receipts from April to 
August 31, 1950 as compared with the same period 
last year. ‘The report is as follows: 


April | to August 31, 1949 $415,865.40 
April | to August 31, 1950 358,404.27 


(;ain 


$ 42,538.87 


Program of Progress April | - Aug. 31, 1950: Net 
$84,146.18. 


McConnell Elected 
Davidson Alumni Head 
Joseph H. McConnell of New York City, presi- 


dent of the National Broadcasting System, was 
elected president of the National Davidson College 
Alumni Association in a mail ballot held last week. 

The Rev. J. Walter Dickson, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Belmont, is the new vice 
president. 


Synod Of Texas 
To Meet October 10 


The Synod of Texas, U.S., will meet in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Brownsville, Texas, October 
10 at 7:30 p.m. ‘The meeting of synod is self- 
entertaining except that pastors and representatives 
from home mission churches may be entertained in 
homes of the host church. 


Coming asaninterim 


AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 


DECATUR ... GEORGIA 


The Agnes Scott faculty represent degrees from more than 50 leading insti- 
tutions. Students have come from all the states of the Union and from 27 


professor is Miss Mary 
(;arland Taylor, of 
Staunton, Va., who 
will teach courses in 
Bible and religious ed- 
ucation, for which she 
is well prepared by 
training and experience. 
She is a graduate of 
Mary Baldwin College 
and took her master’s 
degree in religious edu- 
cation at Biblical Semi- 


filed early. 


foreign countries. It has a 
are open to all students by try-outs. Applications for scholarships should be 


J. R. McCain ... President 


— | 


friendly and democratic atmosphere. All offices 
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— Book Reviews —— 


Books reviewed or advertised in The Journal may be ordered 
from The Southern Presbyterian Journal Book Department, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


PILGRIM’S PROGRESS, John Bunyan’s Story 
Rewritten For Young People, by Wade C. Smith. 
I. A. Wilde Company. $1.75. John Bunyan’s great 
epic allegory, read by more people than any other 
book except the Bible, translated into 75 languages 
and dialects, here receives one of its most effective 
transcriptions in a long life of 265 years. 


Little Jetts have long taught the Sunday School 
Lessons, traveled the length and breadth of Old 
and New Testaments and brought clarity and ex- 
pression to all they have touched. 


In this little book of 104 pages, however, Mr. 
Smith’s Little Jetts have marched right into the 
heart of the original story and brought back a vivid 
and fascinating account of what Bunyan spread over 
many more pages and in a much more difficult 
manner. 


Gone are the long repetitions and doctrinal argu- 
ments. But all the essentials of the great master’s 
allegory are here, projected into reality with the 
pen sketches of Mr. Smith. 


Directed toward young people for easier reading, 
this volume will please all who turn its pages. The 
text is equal to the illustrations and the book should 
receive a generous welcome in the field to which it 


is directed. —H.B.D. 


SKID ROW STOPGAP, by Mel Larson. I an 
Kampen Press. $1.50. A story of down-to-earth 
Christianity as told by a veteran in the literary 
tield. It is a story of the power of the gospel to 
reach a man whovs down and out. 


THE SABBATH AND THE LORDS DAY, 
hy Charles L. Feinberg. lan Kampen Press. $ .50. 
A discussion of the Sabbath and the Lerd’s Day 
trom the dispensational point of view. 


RESTORING GOD TO EDUCATION, by 
Edward Kk. Worrell. Tan Kampen Press. $1.50. 
The author maintains that the fathers of our 
American republic realized the value of Christian 
ideals and incorporated them into the school cur- 
ricula for the first century and a half of our colonial 
and national history. They held that without the 
indoctrination of the Christian religion no man 
could lay claim to the acquisition of an education. 
The author has served as a college professor for a 
number of years and understands our present-day 
education. This book will be especially helpful to 
Christian parents. 
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4A SHORT INTRODUCTION TO THE PEN- 
TATEUCH, by G. Ch. Aalders. Inter-V arsity 
Christian Fellowship. Prof. Aalders of the Free 
University of Amsterdam adds an important book 
to the long list on the authority and authorship of 
the Pentateuch. Unfortunately, too many books in 
this array have come from the pens of critics and 
radicals. For this reason, many students in semin- 
aries and theological schools are swamped under 
higher criticism, documentary theories, and an un- 
inspiring aggregate of doubts, questions, and con- 
tradictions. We sincerely hope that these students 
will be presented with Prof. Aalders’ thoughtful 
and masterful work. 


The author is a most competent Old Testament 
scholar and his knowledge of the field is coupled 
with a devout and evident Christian faith and testi- 
mony. He does not pretend to deal with a book, 
but with the Word of God. Radicals have conceived 
the Pentateuch as a library composed of writings, 
traditions, and historical notes arising from many, 
many previous sources or writings which we do not 
have at hand now. 


For instance, the Wellhausen theory held to four 
sources (usually titled the J, E, D and P docu- 
ments), and the author pays much attention to this 
theory, for it has largely decided the drift of Higher 
Criticism. Since his time, the number of sources has 
been greatly enlarged until one feels free to name 
as many sources as he wants to. Nothing but frust- 
rating confusion can result, and this is the case of a 
great deal of Old Testament study. 


Old Testament students will find this book most 
helpful. Hours will need to be spent in digesting its 
mass of material. A layman will find it difficult, 
but his reward will be great if he sets himself 
earnestly to the task. —George W. Dollar. 


“THE CHANGING SOUTH AND THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNIT- 
ED STATES,” by Ernest Trice Thompson. John 
Knox Press. Dr. Thompson presents a survey of 
the past and present of all aspects of life in the 
great Southland. He points out the opportunities for 
the Church to meet the changing conditions. Here 
we find detailed information on what the Presby- 
terian Church has accomplished, with a ringing 
challenge as to its bright prospects. A splendid 
chapter is on “The Strategy of the Church.” This 
volume is the product of a vast amount of labor, 
and the data should be utilized by the Southern 
Presbyterian Church in all of its plans for the 
future. —George W. Dollar. 


STEPS TO NEBO, by J. A. Van Gorkin. Baker 
Book House. $1.50. This book consists of a series of 
vivid and life-like pen pictures of Bible heroes. 
These biographical sketches were written with a 
view to their appeal to young people. 
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